
Inner and marginal areas, territories usually  identified in the context of rural and mountainous 
regions  but also  with low accessibility level, are characterized by low-density and phenomenon 
of depopulating.  In reality, the concept of “inner” or “marginal” areas cannot be narrowly 
defined. In Italy Inner areas are defined as territories substantially far from centers offering 
essential services and thus characterized by depopulation and degrade, characterized by their 
distance from the main service centers (education, health and mobility).
One of the key elements, in order to implement  sustainable development and cohesion  
policies,  is accessibility through the availability of an adequate infrastructural  network  and 
transport system for an adequate access to basic service. To guarantee accessibility to inner 
areas monitoring and assessment of infrastructures and road network is a priority to guarantee 
resilience and sustainable maintenance. Transport in low-density and depopulating territory, 
characterized by a weak demand, makes conventional public transport complex and not 
financially viable. Mobility as a Service, smart roads and policies to narrow the digital divide are 
all actions within the main accessibility strategy.
In the wake of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic further challenges in relationship 
to mobility, urban space and health has forced national and local governments to reconsider 
policies in order to ensure health safety while meeting the travel needs of populations.
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