
Focusing on the less developed regions of Europe, and in particular, the marginal and inner 
areas, territories have been the target in the last five decades of substantial public investments. 
Nonetheless in some regions, interventions have not yet produced significant socio-economic 
effects. The strong spatial differentiation between the composing localities of the rural-urban 
areas frequently hinders the territorial cohesion, raising questions on alternative tools capable 
of optimising economic resources according to the needs and priorities of the territories. 
Furthermore, in the green and digital transitions’ era, the progressive loss of relevance of 
the location factor in terms of core-periphery dialectic, caused by the increasingly faster 
development of technological innovation and ICT, accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic 
measures, is highlighting the fall of many barriers to the global dimension of relationships and 
exchanges, calling for upgraded indexes and criteria adaptive to transitional strategies.
The session purpose is to advance international debate on the effectiveness of public 
investments in regional as local contexts, how even interdisciplinary experiences of fragile 
territories strategic planning as keystone of local and regional development.
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