
The rapid expansion of COVID-19 has aggravated the risk of severe and/or extreme food 
insecurity. In January 2020, 135 million of people were exposed across the world. At the end 
2020, they were 265 million (Lal, 2020). During this period, this condition is associated with 
access to food rather than its availability (OECD, 2020). High exposure and vulnerability to 
pandemic shocks affect local food chain severely. Effects depend on the strong interactions 
among operators, as well as on the small scale of their operations, the informality of their 
structures and relations, as well as the insufficient cash flows (Hidrobo et al., 2018; Béné, 2020). 

This session seeks to investigate:
• The effects of Covid-19 outbreak on the structuring of the food chain at the metropolitan level.
• the measures adopted at this level to reduce the risk of food insecurity
• the existing good practices in the reorganization of the food chain
the role of citizens in this chain and possible experiences of food self- provisioning.
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