
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations 2030 Agenda profoundly 
innovate the concept of sustainable development as defined in its first definition in 1987. In this 
context, the following questions need to be answered: How is it possible to manage efficiently 
a city with a view to sustainable development? How can be citizens become involved in 
reflecting on their future? What can be the main requirements for organizing smart cities? As a 
consequence, the responsibilities of urban planning must be investigated with reference to the 
challenges launched by the SDGs, starting from Goal 11, “Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”, and to the awareness of the role that geospatial big 
data can play in the achievement of this goal. In fact, the growing accessibility of such data 
from direct and indirect sources produces a set of multilevel and multi-sectorial information 
available to the urban planner. In order to understand how urban and spatial planning can 
benefit from geospatial big data with the main aim to reach the SDGS objectives, this session 
is dedicated to the exploration of: conceptual approaches, application experiences and   
techniques (i.e, data visualization and data analytics models for the representation of geospatial 
big data, Data-informed design and planning, E-participation;).
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