
Land degradation neutrality is one of the targets of the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(2030 Agenda), but, in spite of the activities carried out for soil and land protection, there is a 
continuous exploitation determined by a wide range of human activities. The Intergovernmental 
Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services estimates that 75 % of the terrestrial 
environment are now severely altered at the global level.
According to the European Environment Agency, the investments to improve urban green areas 
and the energy-efficient of the existing real estate assets produce residents’ benefits, increase 
real estate values, reduce CO2 emissions and preserve ecosystem integrity. Not by chance, 
the Next Generation EU funds are focused on the decarbonization and consequently on the 
definition of appropriate methods for the assessment of the carbon footprints of the territorial 
investments.
In this context, it is necessary to increase the resilience of cities, reducing pressures on 
lands, ensuring the saving soil and facilitating the regeneration of existing property assets, in 
particular degraded areas and buildings in disuse, through methods and tools that allow the 
public administrations and the private operators involved to make effective decisions, and to 
develop a reliable feasibility analysis of the investments.
This session aims at focusing on: i) issues related to the enhancement of degraded urban 
areas and/or buildings in disuse, ii) possible evaluation models of the conveniences of the 
initiatives, even through the development of composite indices that take into account their 
(tangible and intangible) effects, iii) on the goodness of quantitative and qualitative tools - 
also innovative (Multicriteria Analysis, Neural Network, Automated Valuation Models, Analytic 
Network Process, Genetic Algorithms, etc.) - to support decisions, also through the use of 
experiments and concrete cases.
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