
Large movements of people have historically influenced the growth and the transformation of 
cities and urban areas.   The Mediterranean is a classic example of a space in which intense 
mobility, the growth of commercial networks, and urbanisation represented the dominant 
factor for developing the cultural exchange that shaped the existing built environment. While 
this geographic space is today the main route to reach Europe, the COVID pandemic has 
changed the migration landscape, adding complexity to the phenomenon across this area. 
The fast-spreading health crisis has led to mobility restrictions and disruption of economic 
activities, generating a unique trend of reverse migration. Induced by the pandemic, migrant 
workers returned to their homelands – often in rural areas –  as the only possible survival 
strategy. However, due to the limited volume of rural economies to absorb the supplementary 
labour force, a large portion of returnees now find themselves without work in their villages 
and might not have the opportunity to migrate again.  The direct economic effects of this 
condition also impact the former countries of destination often dependent on migrant workers 
in critical sectors. This panel invites papers on urban and architectural responses on reverse 
migration, including strategies for reinforcing social inclusion and reintegration of workers in 
their communities of origin, along with adaptive reuse of existing buildings and future cultural 
challenges in urban and rural settings. 
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