
In this period of exceptional public investment, the challenge of promoting territorial rebalancing policies 
with the genuine and broad involvement of the recipients (or stakeholders) of such investments is a 
crucial topic. The various levels of government and civil society are equally called upon to respond to 
this challenge. On the one hand, this means pooling the experiences and ecosystems of organizations 
that have consistently promoted social change. On the other hand, it means promoting a new culture of 
impact capable of generating widespread intentionality to achieve social, environmental and economic 
targets. 
In order to explore the tension between these different aspects, in this session we intend to discuss 
contributions aimed at analyzing the role of social innovation-based approaches, tools and governance 
schemes in urban and regional development policy. We believe that ‚engaged research‘ experiences 
capable of examining, supporting and evaluating these experiences are helpful for the dissemination 
of more effective policy-making. Moreover, it is also crucial for territorial development processes to be 
governed in a more resilient and responsible way concerning the challenges that the recent pandemic 
has raised.
Among the various aspects, we are particularly interested in exploring the following topics:
1. Preliminary studies on the experimentation of social innovation-based policy making approaches and 
governance in the Recovery Fund to reach inclusion and cohesion goals.
2. The techniques and approaches capable of defining social impact metrics to support intentional action 
by different actors in the governance of social innovation processes.
3. The analysis of urban regeneration processes using the mobilization of social impact investments, 
which should be capable of promoting new visions of urban development and deal with sustainable 
development goals.
4. The experiences between and of different organizations, social enterprises and hybrid organizations 
in using new business modelling methodologies based on community-based governance, managed 

according to collaborative logic and shared responsibility.
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