
The distortions that Covid-19 imposed to our cities exacerbated several aspects of Global 
Ecological Transition, questioning the concept itself of resilient/sustainable cities. On the 
one hand, the pandemic accentuated pre-existing inequalities, on the other hand, it brought 
to light opportunities. In this sense, a good example is the housing market: people have 
been forced to many activities in an inadequate environment; nevertheless, the lockdown 
highlighted underused spaces as viable sources of sociability or privacy. Moreover, exceptional 
resources have been earmarked to promote the enhancement of the existing building stock. 
Accordingly, the current challenge for designers concerns the potential for built environment 
to accommodate new uses as an essential component of livability/marketability. To transform 
such opportunities into design strategies, a rethinking of evaluation approaches aimed at 
achieving sustainable architecture is needed, to assess the potential for value creation through 
the project. Accordingly, this session aims at investigating: What has changed in the use of built 
environment during the pandemic and, consequently, in the mechanisms of value creation? 
What indicators we need in relation to the opportunities of different uses of real estate (public 
and private, residential, and non-residential) that have emerged? How the project, by intervening 
on the existing stock, can produce new economic and social value in consideration of the 
pandemic contingency?
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