
Fragile, depopulated and abandoned areas currently represent very challenging contexts: in 
post-crisis periods, such as the current one, the most vulnerable contexts could (or should?) 
take the opportunity to become more vibrant by reacting, adapting and facing important social, 
economic, territorial, and settlement changes.
The resilience of these territories certainly depends on limited public funding availability, but 
also on the dynamism of local actors who can foster new strategic visions and promote specific 
policies for their revitalization.

In particular, the contributions that the session will collect should focus on tools and 
evaluations for: selecting key knowledge drivers and strategic investments for territories’ 
sustainable transformation; designing tangible and intangible infrastructures as a trigger to 
enhance cultural heritage and local identity; improving networks, benefits and services for local 
communities, by using digitization and knowledge management approaches.

Nevertheless, to support strategic measures and related investments, it is firstly necessary 
to deeply explore the context framework, to evaluate multidimensional vulnerabilities and to 
identify new vibrant scenarios.
This thematic session proposal aims to investigate and disseminate approaches, lessons and 
insights related to different topics in fragile contexts called to react to critical conditions through 
enhancement strategies and redevelopment projects at territorial, urban or building level.
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