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According to the European Commission (2016), every year in Europe an area of approximately 1,000 km2,
equal to the extension of the city of Berlin, is definitively waterproofed as a result of the construction
of buildings, infrastructure and road networks. The European Union aims at the zeroing of the soil
consumption by 2050. Among the short-term strategies set out by the European Commission, the
greatest potentialities concern the regeneration of existing property assets, in particular degraded areas
(e.g. brownfields) and buildings in disuse. This typology of properties are characterized by different
location, size, original functions, ownership and intensity of degradation, for which different criteria and
methods of intervention are necessary. The enhancement of these assets is related to the possibility
of sorting out, through effective initiatives, the failures caused by the quantitative growth; satisfying
the community needs of public spaces and residential buildings; generating relevant economic impacts
on the territory through the redevelopment of entire urban areas. In this context, this session aims at
focusing on: i) issues related to the enhancement of degraded urban areas and/or buildings in disuse,
ii) possible models of intervention, with particular attention to public-private partnership procedures,
iii) quantitative and qualitative tools - also innovative (Automated Valuation Models, Analytic Network
Process, etc.) - able to support decisions, even through applications on real case studies.
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