
The development processes of the territory are certainly complex, because they depend on numerous 
parametric – demographic, socio-cultural, economic – often strongly interrelated. Thus, any research 
study needs to be conducted in the light of consolidated theories, putting a clear and well-defined analysis 
model before them. The problem related to the vast area is even more complex, given the necessity to 
investigate a spatial environment non-homogeneous for multiple parameters and often characterized by 
intense development of settlements in urban peripheries, with the consequent expansion of metropolitan 
perimeters and with the formation of polycentric urbanized areas. Therefore, every research activity 
imposes at first the collection, analysis and processing of multiple spatial information, which already 
poses significant problems for both researchers and market operators, and then the characterization of 
models suitable for the interpretation and for the prediction of territorial dynamics. The work session aims 
to investigate the methods and logical-operational tools useful for interpreting the phenomena of urban 
growth and evolution in rural areas. This with the contribution of the many disciplines involved, among 
others: Economics of the Territory, Geography, Appraisal and economic Evaluation of Projects, Sociology, 
Urban Planning.  Depending on the centrality that environmental issues have today with respect to urban 
dynamics, the objective is also to investigate the impact that the qualitative components of the soil and 
sustainability initiatives can have on the growth of the territory.
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