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The Sustainable Development Goals highlighted how cities today represent the most challenging
context for quality of life, environmental sustainability, health and social inclusion and their strategic role
in adapting to climate change. In particular, building and construction industries have direct implications
on these issues and, to change the current trend, urban development must be designed and organized
to make cities smarter, resilient, safe and circular.
In this context, the current session aims to explore the value of sustainability and the role of buildings
in improving the quality of cities guided by interdisciplinary perspectives and tailored on two different
scales of intervention.
The first scale is focused on buildings. Developers and investors often consider green construction costs
to be too high given their expected returns. A special attention is given to the introduction of innovative
technologies to optimize production cycles and make green interventions more accessible and profitable.
The second one considers the indoor environment. In particular, a special focus on the economic
evaluation of better indoor comfort conditions, improved wellbeing, and workers’ productivity. Interesting
contributions could concern the monetary and non-monetary evaluation, based on known or innovative
methodologies, in the context of the two aforementioned scales.
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