
The landscape, defined as the “empirical manifestation of territoriality” (Turco, 2002, p. 39), plays 
a dual role: on one hand, it is the tool that allows us to investigate the complexity of relationships 
and interactions between natural and human elements in a specific geographical context; on the 
other hand, it serves as a means to educate in establishing a harmonious relationship both with 
others and elsewhere. Often intertwined with the identity of a community, it exerts a significant 
influence on the perception of the geographical surroundings by both its inhabitants and 
visitors. The loss of significant elements of the landscape can lead to a decrease in the sense 
of belonging and the consequent disappearance of cultural and identity references. Therefore, 
human actions, carried out in the continuous interaction between humans and the environment, 
should aim at building a full awareness of the value of the landscape as a common Heritage 
and recognizing the possible consequences associated with its potential loss for the entire 
community. Since, among the multiple human actions, those related to spatial organization 
for tourism increasingly influence the configuration of the landscape, it is undoubtedly central 
to deepen the reflection on landscapes that become a medium for experience and interaction 
between resident communities and temporary visitors.
The session aims to highlight the connections between various types of landscapes and 
innovative approaches that contribute to the understanding and promotion of a positive 
synergy between landscape, tourism, and sports in order to stimulate debate on how places, 
landscapes, and communities where tourism (particularly sports tourism) develops can be 
preserved and enhanced. The session will therefore welcome submissions referring to, but not 
limited to, the following: original contributions that include empirical research, case studies, 
theoretical proposals aimed at presenting experiences of best practices focusing on the value 
of the landscape in the context of territorial planning applied to sports and tourism.
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