
The post-pandemic landscape has ignited a critical reassessment of urban policies, with the 
European Union and national governments increasingly focusing on regional development 
anchored in local strengths. This session scrutinizes the pivotal role of the proximity economy 
ecosystems in redefining urban policy strategies. The session tackles the territorial and spatial 
facets of the proximity concept, elucidating how it is instrumental in enhancing economic, social, 
and environmental innovation at a neighbourhood scale. At this precise scale, proximity-based 
value chains emerge, delivering economic, social, and environmental dividends to producers, 
consumers, and the community at large. Proximity-oriented urban landscapes encompass not 
only the reinvigoration of public spaces for community-driven and co-produced activities but 
also the revitalization of private spaces by establishing local businesses, artisans, and personal 
service providers. These initiatives collectively reshape the neighbourhood’s identity and are 
aimed - at least in theory - at fostering a sense of just and sustainable urban development. 
This session delves into the role of the proximity economy in shaping urban development in 
the post-pandemic era. By recognizing the added value of proximity, the session aims to foster 
a comprehensive understanding of the proximity economy’s multifaceted role in shaping the 
future of urban planning and spatial revitalization.
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