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Five years from the official establishment of the metropolitan cities in Italy it is time now to consider their
role, the characteristics of their development and the scenario of their likely future.
The session we propose aims to promote a broad debate on the economic, social and spatial aspects
concerning the cities that should be leading the Italian territorial development.
In particular, we invite researchers to present papers concerning the different rank of the metropolitan
cities, focusing on their economic role and future potential; metropolitan cities real estate markets
analysis with particular focus on the segments that appear most interesting in outlining emerging trends;
plans and policies aiming to implement new collective agendas including the goals of sustainability,
circular economy and de-carbonisation; the role and the measures that could concern the vast territories
distant from the leading metropolitan cities.
The session will also guest selected papers reporting the results of the national research (PRIN 2015)
carried out on this topic by a group of Universities coordinated by the research team of the Politecnico
di Milano.
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